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upon the Christians at Alarcos and brought back much
of the old prosperity, but the weakness of the founda-
tions upon which he had built so impressive an edifice
were apparent at his death, when the whole vast
structure fell to pieces almost at once Berber power
suffered a terrible blow when the army was cut to
pieces at Las Navas de Tolosa, and the Merinids, a
wandering tribe called in to bolster up the falling
empire, responded by seizing the reins of government
in Morocco
These Merinids, who made their capital at Fez, did
endeavour to restore the old limits of the Almohad
Empire and met with some success until Abou Hassan
was driven back by the Kairwan Arabs But it is as
patrons of the arts that the rulers of this dynasty deserve
to be remembered, for they left many buddings of great
beauty for the enjoyment of posterity. We owe to them
the medersas at Fez and the medersa at Salle Abou
Youssef founded Fez Djedid, Fez el Bah being too
small to house the enormous number of soldiers, ser-
vants, and slaves attached to the court, and built the
Seffarm medersa
Abou Said Otman built the Attarin and Sahridj
medersas, and Abou Inan Fares the medersa Bou
Anamya We owe much to the Merinids for their
development of Fez, and it is rather pathetic that their
tombs on the hill overlooking the city they had done so
much to beautify and enrich, should to-day be a mere
heap of crumbling ruins. It would seem that during
this period Christian foreigners were allowed consider-
able latitude, and that many of them lived in Fez, but
this attitude was to change to one of fierce intolerance
with the fall of the Merinids and the establishment of
a Shereefian dynasty of Saadian Sultans at Marrakesh,